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THE   PRODUCTION    OF    CEMENT    IN    CANADA,    1908. 


The  Mines  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Mines  baa  received  from  the  pro- 
dnoers  complete  etatistice  of  the  production  of  Portland  cement  in  Canada,  in 
1908.  ' 

According  to  these  retams  the  total  quantity  of  Portland  e«m«nt  ma4«  in 
Canada  in  1908  was  8,495,961  barrels  of  350  ponnds  net,  as  oompw^  with 
2,491,613  barrels  in  1907,  or  an  increase  of  1,004,448  barrels  or  40-8  per  cent. 

The  total  quantity  of  Canadian  Portland  eamant  sold  in  1908  was  2,665,289 
barrels  as  compared  with  2,436,093  barrels  in  1907,  or  an  increase  of  229,196 
barrels  or  9-4  per  cent. 

The  total  eonaumption  of  Portland  oontont  in  1908,  including  Canadian  and 
imported  cement*  was  3,134,338  barrels  (of  350  lbs.  net)  as  compared  with 
3,108,723  barrels  in  1907,  or  an  increase  of  25,615  barrels  or  0-8  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  other  important  statistical  returns  respecting  the 
stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year,  the  total  value  and  average 
price  per  barrel,  the  nnmber  of  men  employed  and  wages  paid,  the  quantity  and 
value  of  the  imports,  etc.,  for  the  years  1907  and  1908,  are  shown  in  comparative 
form  in  the  following  table. 

Comparisons  of  Production,  Saleu  and  Imports  of  Portland  Cement 

in  1907  and  1908. 
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Stock  on  hand,  Jan.  1 

Dec.  31 " 

Value  of  cement  Kold 1 

3,7n,328 

968,080 
1,786 

3.709.139 

1.39 

1,275,838 

3,U29 

1 

68,189 
0,16 

I'g 

Arerage  price  per  bl i 

10-3 
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No.  of  completed  plantx  operated 

Total  daily  capacity  of  operating 

plants  as  at  Dec.  31 bis. 

17 
14,400 

23 

27,500 

6 
13.100 

353 
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The  production  of  Portland  cement  in  1908  was  derived  from  23  operating 
plants,  with  a  total  daily  capacity  of  27,500  barrels,  equivalent  to  about  8,250,000 
barrels  per  year  of  300  dajs,  or  10,000,000  if  all  plants  were  run  continuously 
for  the  whole  year.  The  operating  plants  were  distributed  as  follows  :  One  in 
Nova  Scotia  using  blast  furnace  slag  ;  one  in  Manitol«  making  a  natural  Port- 
land cement ;  one  in  British  Columbia,  two  in  Alberta  and  three  in  Quebec  using 
limestone  and  clay;  and  fifteen  in  Ontario,  of  which  12  use  marl  and  3  limestone. 


t>. 


s 

The  total  daily  capacity  of  th'»  plant*  usinR  marl  was  10,400  I>arrel8,  aa  compared 
with  17,100  barrels  per  day  for  all  othi  r  plants.  Of  the  total  )|iiantity  of  cement 
made  in  1908,  1,573,01)0  barrels  ere  made  from  marl  and  1. 922,871  barrels  from 
limestone  and  slag. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  detailed  production  in  all  of  the  provinces  with- 
out divulging  confidential  returns.  The  following  groupings,  however,  may  be 
made:  (1)  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia;  (2)  Ontario;  (3)  Alberta,  Manitoba  and 
British  Columbia. 

The  production  in  these  groups  in  1907  and  1908  was  as  follows  :— 

(1 )  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia. 
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(2)  Ontario. 
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Prices:— As  already  stated,  the  average  price  at  the  works  during  1908  as 
returned  by  the  manufacturers  was  81.39  per  barrel.  Prices  in  car  lots,  ex- 
package,  at  Toronto  and  Montreal,  according  to  trade  quotations,  ranged  from 
$1.90  in  January  to  p.s  low  as  $1.5.5  in  December.  In  Winnipeg  prices  ruled 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  at  about  82.40. 

Imports  and  Exports  : — There  is  very  little  cement  exported  from  Canada  ; 
only  $34,591  worth  being  recorded  for  1908.  The  imports  of  Portland  cement, 
which  were,  previous  to  1904,  larger  than  the  Canadian  piodnction,  have  been 
decreasing  since  1906  and  were  in  1908  equivalent  to  but  17-6  per  cent  of  the 
sales  of  Canadian  cement,  or  14-9  per  cent  of  the  total  consumption.     A  duty  of 
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12i  cfiits  per  100  potindx,  equivalent  to  43^  centH  per  barrel  o(  .'130  iiouikIh  net, 
Ih  levied  on  impt.rtM.  The  weight  of  the  iKickage  in,  however,  inuliuleil  for 
purpoBes  of  dutj . 
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In  the  following  three  tablet*  Htatistics  of  the  production,    imports  and 
consumption  of  cement  in  Canad-*  are  given  for  the  pant  five  years : 

(1)  Annual  Production  of  Portland  Cement,  1904-1908, 
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(2)  Imports  of  Cement  into  Canada,  1904-1908  (Fiscal  Year). 


Fiscal 

Cement 

in  bulk  or  bnnR. 

Value. 

114.305  00 
18.t8U  110 
27.858  00 
18.201  00 
12.418  00 

HVDRAll.IC  Cemknt. 
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(3)  Consumption  of  Portland  Cement  in  Canada,  1904-1908. 


Calendar  Year. 
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Total. 
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3.108.721 
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1 907         

1908                    
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